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Abstract
This paper compared two performances of Beethoven’s 9th Symphony Mvt4 in order to prove
that it is possible to quantify whether one interpretation of “art” can be better than another. The two
performances chosen were by the London Festive Orchestra and the Jiangsu Philharmonic
Orchestra, respectively. A literature review was performed in order to provide both the musical and
biographical contexts of both the piece and the orchestras and conductors. Next, the musical score
was analysed in order to full understand its nuances and characteristics. Both performances were
then individually analysed against the score and each other. The discussion found that while both
performances were excellent, the Jiangsu Philharmonic Orchestra performance was closer to the
composer’s original intentions while maintaining greatest creativity and musicality. The final
conclusion stated that interpretations can be quantified and judged as their criteria can be pulled
from both the score and the composer’s original intentions.
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A Comparative Analysis of Beethoven’s Symphony No.9 Movt4 using the London Festival
Orchestra and the Jiangsu Philharmonic Orchestra

Introduction
In a few days Mr. Bingley returned Mr. Bennet's visit, and sat about ten minutes with him in his
library. He had entertained hopes of being admitted to a sight of the young ladies, of whose beauty
he had heard much; but he saw only the father. The ladies were somewhat more fortunate, for they
had the advantage of ascertaining from an upper window that he wore a blue coat, and rode a black
horse.
An invitation to dinner was soon afterwards dispatched; and already had Mrs. Bennet planned the
courses that were to do credit to her housekeeping, when an answer arrived which deferred it all.
Mr. Bingley was obliged to be in town the following day, and, consequently, unable to accept the
honour of their invitation, etc. Mrs. Bennet was quite disconcerted. She could not imagine what
business he could have in town so soon after his arrival in Hertfordshire; and she began to fear that
he might be always flying about from one place to another, and never settled at Netherfield as he
ought to be. Lady Lucas quieted her fears a little by starting the idea of his being gone to London
only to get a large party for the ball; and a report soon followed that Mr. Bingley was to bring
twelve ladies and seven gentlemen with him to the assembly. The girls grieved over such a number
of ladies, but were comforted the day before the ball by hearing, that instead of twelve he brought
only six with him from London—his five sisters and a cousin. And when the party entered the
assembly room it consisted of only five altogether—Mr. Bingley, his two sisters, the husband of the
eldest, and another young man.

Literature Review
Mr. Bingley was good-looking and gentlemanlike; he had a pleasant countenance, and easy,
unaffected manners. His sisters were fine women, with an air of decided fashion. His brother-inlaw, Mr. Hurst, merely looked the gentleman; but his friend Mr. Darcy soon drew the attention of
the room by his fine, tall person, handsome features, noble mien, and the report which was in
general circulation within five minutes after his entrance, of his having ten thousand a year. The
gentlemen pronounced him to be a fine figure of a man, the ladies declared he was much handsomer
than Mr. Bingley, and he was looked at with great admiration for about half the evening, till his
manners gave a disgust which turned the tide of his popularity; for he was discovered to be proud;
to be above his company, and above being pleased; and not all his large estate in Derbyshire could
then save him from having a most forbidding, disagreeable countenance, and being unworthy to be
compared with his friend (Smith, 2009, p.10)
Mr. Bingley had soon made himself acquainted with all the principal people in the room; he was
lively and unreserved, danced every dance, was angry that the ball closed so early, and talked of
giving one himself at Netherfield. Such amiable qualities must speak for themselves. What a
contrast between him and his friend! Mr. Darcy danced only once with Mrs. Hurst and once with
Miss Bingley, declined being introduced to any other lady, and spent the rest of the evening in
walking about the room, speaking occasionally to one of his own party (See Appendix A). His
character was decided. He was the proudest, most disagreeable man in the world, and everybody
hoped that he would never come there again. Amongst the most violent against him was Mrs.

RUNNING HEAD: COMPARATIVE OF BEETHOVEN’S 9TH !

5

Bennet, whose dislike of his general behaviour was sharpened into particular resentment by his
having slighted one of her daughters.
Elizabeth Bennet had been obliged, by the scarcity of gentlemen, to sit down for two dances; and
during part of that time, Mr. Darcy had been standing near enough for her to hear a conversation
between him and Mr. Bingley, who came from the dance for a few minutes, to press his friend to
join it.

Analysis
In a few days Mr. Bingley returned Mr. Bennet's visit, and sat about ten minutes with him in his
library. He had entertained hopes of being admitted to a sight of the young ladies, of whose beauty
he had heard much; but he saw only the father. The ladies were somewhat more fortunate, for they
had the advantage of ascertaining from an upper window that he wore a blue coat, and rode a black
horse.

Table 1: Example of a full harmonic minor scale in variation 8

In a few days Mr. Bingley returned Mr. Bennet's visit, and sat about ten minutes with him in his
library. He had entertained hopes of being admitted to a sight of the young ladies, of whose beauty
he had heard much; but he saw only the father. The ladies were somewhat more fortunate, for they
had the advantage of ascertaining from an upper window that he wore a blue coat, and rode a black
horse.
An invitation to dinner was soon afterwards dispatched; and already had Mrs. Bennet planned the
courses that were to do credit to her housekeeping, when an answer arrived which deferred it all.
Mr. Bingley was obliged to be in town the following day, and, consequently, unable to accept the
honour of their invitation, etc. Mrs. Bennet was quite disconcerted. She could not imagine what
business he could have in town so soon after his arrival in Hertfordshire; and she began to fear that
he might be always flying about from one place to another, and never settled at Netherfield as he
ought to be. Lady Lucas quieted her fears a little by starting the idea of his being gone to London
only to get a large party for the ball; and a report soon followed that Mr. Bingley was to bring
twelve ladies and seven gentlemen with him to the assembly. The girls grieved over such a number
of ladies, but were comforted the day before the ball by hearing, that instead of twelve he brought
only six with him from London—his five sisters and a cousin. And when the party entered the
assembly room it consisted of only five altogether—Mr. Bingley, his two sisters, the husband of the
eldest, and another young man.
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